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I am beaten. If Motilalji and Shri Kelkar1 ask me to leave the
Congress, I have vowed that I would leave it. I am not going to
seek a vote at Belgaum. Our "Pro-changers" and "No-changers"
are misleading the common people by asking for their votes* I now
feel that I committed a crime by seeking a vote at the [Ahmedabad]
Congress. It was madness on my part to seek a vote* I am only a
soldier. I should fight only as long as the fight did not give rise
to bitterness or hatred. If the dispute with Motilalji or Shri Kelkar
gives rise to bitterness, I would prefer to bow before them and touch
their feet. I would rather drown myself in the waters of the Sabar-
mati than harbour hate or animosity in my heart. I am eager to
fight on an issue of principles, but how can I fight at all when
-it is tinged with animosity? What is the use of a fight which
strengthens the third party? Therefore I have vowed that I will
stop fighting. I seek leave to say only one thing to the citizens of
Poona. This mad Bania would say before going, "Citizens of
Poona, hold fast to shraddha and win swaraj."

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 14-9-1924
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The education that you are receiving is intended for swaraj.
I have taken up the responsibilities of a chancellor in Gujarat.
That too I have done in my capacity as a fighter for freedom and
with the intention of training students to be fighters for freedom.
I landed in England on 4th2 of August, 1914. What did I see there?
As the War spread, the Inns of Courts went on closing. Many
faculties in Oxford and Cambridge were also closed. During the
War, they allotted a minor role to education. And why should they
not? The outcome of education is that the student becomes an
ideal citizen, an ideal patriot and an ornament to his family, his
community and his nation.
1  had witnessed the same scene twenty-four years earlier in
South Africa.   College students were enrolling themselves in the
army and the Red Cross; girls and boys had all left their colleges
IN. G. Kelkar (1872-1947); political leader of Maharashtra, author and
journalist
2 The source has 6th, evidently a slip; pitf* Vol. XII, p, 523, footnote 1.